OFFICIAL ALASKA STATEHOOD 
MEDALLION 


COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
JANUARY 3, 1959-2009 


The first Alaska State Legislature autho- 
rized the issuance of bronze, silver and 
gold medallions to commemorate the ad- 
mission of Alaska into the Union. The 
resolution included the specific design for 
the medallion. 
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This bronze medallion is one of 6,000 
commissioned for production to com- 
memorate the 50th Anniversary of State- 
hood. The date now reads “January 3, 
1959-2009, which is the only change from 
the original design. 


The Alaska Statehood Celebration Com- 
mission provided communities throughout 
the state with medallions to use in their own 
AKSO0 celebrations. 


These were struck by Medallic Art Co. of 
Dayton, Nevada, the successor to the origi- 
nal Medallic Art Co. of New York and 
Danbury, CT. They are 63.5 mm in diam- 
eter and weigh 3.44 ounces. 


The medals are available from Festival , 
Fairbanks, a non-profit service organiza- —————_ 
tion whose mission is to enhance the quality of life for 
interior Alaska residents through tourism, economic de- 
velopment, beautification and education through the rec- 
ognition of significant historic anniversaries. 


The medals are priced at $55, postpaid. Orders may be 
sent to Festival Fairbanks, 516 Second Ave., Suite 318, 
Fairbanks, AK 99701. 


Sadly, it appears the state commission in charge of the 
50th anniversary celebration is severely lacking in imagi- 
nation, as evidenced by the medal design and the logo 
to the left. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


As I started to put this issue together, I had no idea 
what would be in it. And then it snowballed. 


Thanks to Kurt Krueger for permission to show the 
ARRC letter. We have always felt these tokens were 
overrated, but the market is what it is. 


Thanks to Dave Phillips for another article on wooden 
tokens. We have a couple others of his in reserve. 


Ebay was a bit slow this month. There were a couple 
good items, though. I think the price realized for the 
Candle token was a bit of a surprise. The real prize 
was the Susitna Bar token. 


One seller on eBay is offering tokens at BIN prices. 
Some are really good tokens, while others are a bit 
speculative. Apparently from one collection. 


There are some interesting items in “For the Record” 
and don’t miss the encased quarters. We were thinking 
about having a good for $5 encased quarter made. Still 
thinking about it. May get to it this spring/summer. 


Finally, there are a few silver medals for sale on the 
last page. Most are one of a kind, except the Pipeline 
mule. 


Dumped 4+ inches of snow on us last night. Had to 
chain up the ole F250 to get up the driveway. Know 
what I’m doing tomorrow! 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins @ mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
lpage-$15 I/2page-$8 1/4 page -$5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Candle, Keewalik Bar, 25¢, B-3a 316.00 
Chatanika, Dempsey Hotel, 50¢, B-3b 250.00 
Cordova, Club Billiard, 5¢, B-9a 60.000B 
Juneau, Juneau Billiard, $1.20, B-32c BIN685.00 
Juneau, Juneau Drug, 5¢, B-35a OB195.00NB 
Juneau, Juneau Liquor, 1242¢, B-39b 95.000B 
Katalla, Johnston & Jensen, 5¢, B-3a 317.00 
Ketchikan, Katchikan Pharm., 5¢, B-22a OBS50.00 
Ketchikan, Lotus tokens, B-31band31c =OB250.00NB 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 10¢, B-32b 36.35 
Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, 1 sm. Loaf, B-48a 37.36 
Kodiak, Masonic Penny, B-8b 76.57 
Nenana, The Portland, $1, B-6a 125.000B 
Nome, BoT, 12/2¢, B-8el 95.000B 
Nome, Nome Novelty, 25¢, B-38al 110.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, NGC-60 OB125.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC, 50¢, B-le, NGC-62 OB225.00NB 
Palmer, ARRC set of 7 minus $5 RLOB700.00NB 
Palmer, Palmer Bar, 50¢, B-4b 

Port Alexander, John Jacobsen, 50¢, B-3b 20.45 
Seldovia, Joe Hill, 25¢, B-2b 256.00 
Skagway, La Fiesta, 12/2¢, B-10a 821.00 
(Susitna), Susitna Bar, 12!2¢, B-la 1,127.00FTR 


Valdez, Blackwell/Rowdy, pebbled fields, B-2a 20.000B 


Valdez, The Fairbanks, 12'2¢, B-6a BIN350.00 
Yes Bay, AK Pacific Fisheries, 5¢, B-3a 75.000B 
Dawson, YT, Tanana Hotel, 25¢ 157.50 
AYPE, encased cent, round 37.55 
AYPE, 1909, 4 DWT BIN249.00DNS 
AYPE, 1909, 44 DWT, NGC-62 83.00RNM 
AYPE, 1909, 2 DWT 153.50 
AYPE, 1909, 2 DWT, NGC-62 202.50 
AYPE, 1909, 1 DWT OB349.00NB 
AYPE, 1909, 1 DWT RLOB299.00NB 


AYPE set of 3, ICG slabbed 58,50,62 OB1,500.00NB 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W = withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTR = see For the Record 


FROM RON BENICE 


I’m pleased to announce that I have a contract with 
McFarland & Co. to publish the third edition, tenta- 
tively titled “Alaska and Yukon Tokens” in early 
2010. McFarland is a recognized commercial pub- 
lisher of specialized scholarly and reference books 
including my “Florida Paper Money.” Their web 
page is www.mcfarlandpub.com and numismatics is 
in their sports and leisure category. 


I'll send you progress updates from time to time. 
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ARRC TOKEN HOARD" 


From the description on eBay: 


o—» 


“1950, May 11th letter from Alaska Rural Rehabilita- 
tion Corporation, Palmer Alaska, To Tatham Stamp 
& Coin Company, Springfield MA. 


“Gentlemen: We are sending under separate cover by 
boat mail, 1000 specimens of the 10 cent denomina- 
tion colony coins. You may remit payment upon 
receipt at the rate of 4 cents per coin as offered in 
your letter of April 20. We shall be happy to hear 
from you regarding these coins at anytime. Sincerely 
yours, James J. Hurley, General Manager. 


“Maurice Gould worked for Tatham at the time of 
this transaction. Current value of the tokens is in the 
$100 range each. Size: 8 1/2" x 11"; Condition: 7/8 
of 10, staple in top left corner.” 


Kurt Krueger eBay sale 49.990B 


A great piece documenting how rare the ARRC token 
really aren’t! 


100th ANNIVERSARY, FIRST INTERNATIONAL POLAR YEAR 


—_—-— ~_—_ 


This is a really neat medal from Japan 
commemorating the 100th anniversary 
of the First International Polar year, 
1882-1883. 


The obverse shows the sun and earth, 
with the aurora and the Van Allen Belt. 
Also shown is the line between day and 
night on the earth, and the orbit of a 
satellite. 


The reverse notes the First International 
Polar Year, 1882-83; Second Interna- 
tional Polar Year 1932-33; and Interna- 
tional Geophysical Year 1957-58. 


The metal is a pewtery silver, with highly polished edges like on the current mili- 


tary challenge coins. Diameter is 40.5mm flat to flat, about 44mm point to point. — 


NTERNATIONAL® GEOPHYSIGAL YEAR .1997-5% 


198278 ly, 


A nice combination of polar and space themes. 
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MONEY TO 
BURN 


by David Phillips 


Whilst working with my Alaska woods collection re- 
cently, I noticed I had a number of woods with politi- 
cal messages. However, when I did a bit of research 
on each of the people featured on the wood, I found a 
couple of the alleged Alaska woods were questionable. 


Nevertheless, here is what I know (and don’t know) 
alphabetically. 


need * 


Devens, John: Re-elect John Devens Mayor-City 
Council (of Valdez). Devens was mayor of Valdez from 
1984 to 1989 (three terms - 84-85, 86-87, and 88-89). 
Since this is a “re-elect” wood, it obviously was dis- 
tributed in either his ‘86 or ‘88 campaigns. It is inter- 
esting to note that Devens was mayor on March 24, 
1989 when the Exxon Valdez bulk oil carrier went on 
the rock spilling 11 million gallons of heavy oil into 
Price William Sound. Blue printing. 


Lesh: Lesh for State House. I have no information on 
this other than it was obtained in a lot of Alaska woods 
from an Alaska source. Black printing. 


McDermott: Elect McDermott State House. This wood 
does not indicate that McDermott ran for the Alaska 
State House. In fact, a Jim McDermott ran for the 
Washington State legislature in 1970 and won. I am 
wondering if this is a wood from a defeated Alaska 


candidate, who did not register “on the radar,” or if it 
really is from Washington state, and inadvertently got 
into my Alaska collection?? This piece turned up ina 
small quantity in Fairbanks with other Alaska woods. 
Black printing. 


Murkowski, Frank: Murkowski for Governor of 
Alaska. This wood was distributed during his first cam- 
paign for governor. He finished third in the 2006 Re- 
publican primary for governor which was won by Sa- 
rah Palin. Who went on to defeat two-term Democratic 
governor Tony Knowles in the general election. Blue 
printing. 


Ramras, Jay: Jay Ramras, State House. This wood 
was distributed during Ramras’ first run for the State 
House in 2004 (to represent a Fairbanks District). He 
won then, and was re-elected in 2006 and again in 2008. 
Black printing. 
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MONEY TO BURN, cont. 


Rose, Mike: Mike Rose State House. This wood does 
not clearly spell out that Rose ran for the Alaska State 
House. I cannot find any reference to Mike Rose run- 
ning. Another defeated candidate “below the radar.?” 
It is generally accepted to be from Anchorage. Red 
printing. 


This attribution is strengthened by the wood above, us- 
ing the same motto “Vote Centzibly, and bearing the 
location Anchorage Alaska. It also has a rose, so it was 
possibly for Mike Rose. However, the example seen 
has a Texas reverse. Probably a mint sport from Elbee’s. 


Wilson, Peggy: 1 wood to elect and 2 to re-elect Peggy 
Wilson (State House) of Representatives. Wilson did 
win in 2000 (representing District 2; Wrangell, Peters- 
burg, Sitka, etc.) She was re-elected in both 2002 and 
2004. She was also re-elected again in 2006 and 2008. 
However, I don’t know if woods were produced and 
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distributed for these last two campaigns. The 2000 wood 
is printed in blue (salmon side) and red; 2002 is red 
(salmon side) and blue; 2004 is black (lake scene) and 
red. 


2008 1/10 OZ. GOLD MULE! 


An interesting variety turned up at the end of the year. 
It seems the Alaska Mint used their “Land of the Mid- 
night Sun” die as the reverse on an unknown quantity 
of 2008 official State of Alaska 1/10 ounce gold med- 
als (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


(HAINES?): Haines Saloon. This appears to be the 
same token that appeared on page 38 of the July, 2003 
issue where it was described as white metal, about an 
inch, from Alaska or Oregon. Sold for an opening bid 
of $199. It was offered as a Buy it Now for $875 and 
did not sell. This seller is offering some decent Alaska 
tokens, as well as some speculative ones. 


HYDER: Sea Alaska Inn, Drink. Gold on blue plastic, 
poker chip style, 38mm. A beer token is illustrated on 
page 33, July 1983 (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 


KENAT: Alaska State Elks Association, Have 1 on us. 
Black on blue plastic. Size not reported. 


(SUSITNA): Susitna Bar, J. Weierman, 121¢ in trade, 
brass, 21mm, B-1a, not illustrated. PR - $1,127. 


SKAGWAY: La Fiesta, 12!4¢ in trade. B-10a, not il- 
lustrated. 


ALASKA: Billiken medal with loop. Copper, 27mm, 
dimpled plain reverse. 


Hotel, Heritage 
Canada. Bronze, 45mm? We have not seen this series 
before. 


FAIRBANKS: Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2008. 
Annual Christmas one ounce silver. 


MILITARY CHALLENGE COINS 


DELTA JUNCTION: 49th Military Police Brigade, 
5th BN. Alaska Territorial Guard, Alaska State De- 
fence Force. Blue, white and yellow enamel on gold, 
44.5mm. Reportedly 100 minted. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


ANCHORAGE: Three more woods from the Pink 
Elephant Car Wash in addition to the one shown last 
month. Co-operating businesses are: Alaska Zoo, free 
child’s ticket; Henry’s Great Alaskan Restaurant, $10 
of $40 purchase; and Quiznos Sub, free deli sub. All 
are multicolored. 


VALDEZ: Alyeska Pipeline, Celebrating 50 years of 
statehood. Black on wood. 


WASILLA: Great Bear Brewing Company, $5 Great 
Bear Bar Bucks. Black on large wood (50mm). IIlus- 
trated at the top of the next column. 
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(ANCHORAGE): Grizzly’s Alaska. See January 2006, 
page 7 for a paper coupon for this business. 


(UNALASKA): Museum of the Aleutians. Russian 
American Company (in English and Russian). On the 
ribbon below, 1799 (Russian text) 1999. Bronze, 39mm. 
Probably Alaska Mint, probably also in silver. 


ENCASED STATE QUARTERS =. 2009 ALASKA STATE MEDALS 


This year it is a breaching 
whale. All sizes are now 
available as follows: 


1 oz. silver Proof - $60 
Y oz. silver Proof - $25 
4 oz. silver Proof - $20 
1/10 oz. silver Proof - $12 
1/20 oz. silver Proof - $10 


1 oz. gold Proof - special order, price on request 
Y2 oz. gold Proof - special order, price on request 
Y% oz. gold Proof - $360 

1/10 oz. gold Proof - $165 

1/20 oz. gold Proof - $100 


Prices are subject to change without notice. Please in- 


(ANCHORAGE): Alaska Coin Exchange. Two de- clude $5 for postage and handling. 


signs, in both aluminum and brass. a 
Two ounce silver Proof and 1 oz. silver matte finish 


are available by special order. 


RARE COINS / BOOKS JEWELRY 
GOLD/SILVER BULLION ALASKANA 


ALASKA RARE COINS 
JERRY CLEWORTH / DICK HANSCOM 
MEMBERS: A.N.A. ann P.C.GS. 


(SITKA): Kaye Dethridge. One type, in both brass and 


éenoet PHONE: (907) 452-6461 551 SECOND AVE., SUITE B 
pper. EMAIL: akcoins@mosquitonet.com FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 


OUR NEW ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL 
WITH STATE QUARTER 


We received our first shipment of our new silver medal, featuring the Alaska state quarter. The quarter is set into 
a depression in the medal and super glued in place. 


It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Frontier.” The reverse is our standard Denali “Great Land” die. 


We have made 100 of these. The next striking may be 
modified so that the wedges along the side of the quarter 
are frosty. We asked them to do that this time, but it did 
not get done. 
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Price is $30 per medal, and $5 for postage and handling 
per order. 
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A FEW ODD BITS OF SILVER 


Firstly, a pair of Evergreen Mint Millennium medals, 
One with and Alaska reverse, the other with an Ever- 
green Mint reverse. The pair for $50. 


Below are some Alaska Mint medals. All have an ( 


Alaska state seal reverse. 


1996 Wildfire medal - $25.00 

1997 Alaska Goldrush with nugget - $30.00 
2004 Cruise Alaska gold relief - $30.00 
2004 Wolf with gold relief - $30.00 


2003 100th Anniversary of Flight, from last month, reduced, $30.00 


Only one in stock on all of these. Email or phone in your order. 


Include $5 per order for postage and insurance. 


PRUDHOE BAY: BP Tar Team, In Planning We Trust, 
2007. Reverse is a map of the Prudhoe Bay area, with 
Prudhoe Bay, Milne Point, North Star and Endicott in 
gold relief. Additional legend around the rim is Camps 
STP SIP FS1 FS2 FS3 GC1 GC2 GC3 CFF CCP GPMA 
representing BP facilities (GC = Gathering Center; FS 
= Flow Station). Alaska Mint, 1 ounce silver. These 
“presentation” medals are hard to find, and rarely come 
in. One available for $40. 


Please include $5 for postage and handling per or- 
der (not per item). 
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ALASKA RAILROAD: 2005 with gold relief. Regu- 
larly $85. Special price, no case - $40. 


TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE #6: Mule, wrong re- 
verse. Regularly $50. Special price - $28 


